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Y OU ARE now reading the
sixteenth edition of Our

Firm Foundation. I am sure that
many are surprised we are still
alive and printing. Most people
do not want to subscribe to some-
thing that will not be successful,
and so many have waited to see
if we would continue to print,
and have watched which direc-
tion Our Firm Foundation would
go. Would it end up chasing rain-
bows, or would it be involved in
speculation, or reporting on the
mistakes of leadership?
From the mail that pours in to

us daily, we are thrilled, for
people are telling us we are on
course. They are being revived
spiritually and many backsliders
are returning to the church.
Praise God!
None of you will probably

ever hear the complete story and
many miracles that God has per-
formed to make these magazines
a success. And successes they are.
We are now printing 26,000 a
month of Our Firm Foundation
and we are growing rapidly. Our
complete staff at Hope Interna-
tional, which is the mother in-
sti tutico for both our magazines,
Our Firm Foundation and Truth
For Today, has grown to a family
of 20.
Every pastor and all confer-

ence and union conference per-
sonnel in the North American
Division receive the magazines
free. And we are now enlarging
our mailing to include many of
the General Conference staff.
The magazines are receiving

high marks among the laity and
some conference workers.
We plan, with God's help, to

stay right on course. We will give
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the s·traight testimony to the
church, but never deal with criti-
cism.
Our theme and goal which ap-

pear next to the table of contents
in each issue is what has made it
a success-HIt is the mission of
Hope International and the edi-
tOrS of Our Firm Foundation to
give the straight testimony and to
present Christ and Him crucified.
The days that yet remain of this
world are few, and what we do
we must do quickly. We must
boldly proclaim the truths that
place us on so firm a foundation
in the midst of this troubled
world."
I want to thank our dedicated

staff for their faithfulness and
long hours that make each issue
better than the one before. Most
of them are young people without
previous editorial experience.
Even the editor, though no longer

young, was not experienced. But
we believe the angels and the
Holy Spirit have trained us.
Even though I spent a few

years as field representative for
the Review and have written sev M

eral books, I am not an academi-
cian or a literary person, but a
diligent student of the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy. God gave
me a vision of what I had to do,
and we have carefully, prayer-
fully and determinedly pursued
it until now I see our vision beau-
tifully fulfilled.
The hundreds, yes thousands,

of faithful supporters deserve, I
believe, to meet my dedicated
staff. You see my picture with
each edition, but meet the people
that are responsible for both Olll'
Firm Foundation and Truth Fo/'
Today.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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Ellen



the pursuit. The clatter of arms
and the <oil of chariots, the mar-
shaling of captains and the
neighing of steeds, is heard. At
length the line of march is
formed, and they press on
through the obscurity, in the
direction of the escaping multi-
tude.
In the darkness and confusion,

they rush on in their pursuit, not
knowing that they have entered
upon the bed of the sea, and are
hemmed in on either hand by
beetling walls of water. They
long for the mist and darkness to
pass away, and reveal to them the
Hebrews and their own where-
abouts. The wheels of the chari-
ots sink deep into the soft sand,
and the horses become entangled
and unruly. Confusion prevails,
yet they press on, feeling SUfe of
victory_
At last the mysterious cloud

changes to a pillar of fire before
their astonished eyes. The thun-
ders roll and the lightnings flash,
the waves roll about them, and
fear takes possession of their
hearts. Amid the terror and con-
fusion, the lurid light reveals to
the amazed Egyptians the terrible
wateTs massed up on the right

They were not to
wait until they

could comprehend
the entire plan

hand and on the left. They see
the broad path that the Lord has
made for His people across the
shining sands of the sea, and be-
hold triumphant Israel safe on
the farther shore.
Confusion and dismay seize

them. Amid the wra th of the ele-
ments, in which they hear the
voice of an angry God, they en-
deavor to retrace their steps and
fly to the shore they have quit-
ted. But Moses stretches out his
rod, and the piled-up waters,

hissing, roaring, and eager for
their prey, tumble down upon the
armies of Egypt. Proud Pharaoh
and his legions, gilded chariots
and flashing armor, horses and
riders, are engulfed beneath a
stormy sea. The mighty God of
Israel has delivered His people,
and their songs of thanksgi ving
go up to heaven, that God has
wrought so wonderfully in their
behalf.
The history of the children of

Israel is written for the instruc-
tion and admonition of all Chris-
tians. When the Israelites were
overtaken by dangers and dif-
ficulties' and their way seemed
hedged up, their faith forsook
them, and they murmured against
the leader whom God had ap-
pointed for them. They blamed
him for bringing them into peril,
when he had only obeyed the
voice of God.
The divine command was, "Go

forward!" They were not to wait
until the way was made plain,
and they could comprehend the
entire plan of their deliverance.
God's cause is onward, and He
will open a path before His
people. To hesitate and murmur
is to manifest distrust in the Holy
One of Israel. God in His provi-
dence brought the Hebrews into
the mountain fastnesses, with the
Red Sea before them, that He
might work out their deliverance,
and forever rid them of their
enemies. He might have saved
them in any other way, but He
chose this method in order to test
their faith and strengthen their
trust in Him.

We cannot charge Moses with
being at fault because the people
murmured against his course. It
was their own rebellious, unsub-
dued hearts that led them to cen-
sure the man whom God had
delega ted to lead His people.
While Moses moved in the fear of
the Lord, and according to His
direction, having full faith in
His promises, those who should
have upheld him became discour-
aged, and could see nothing be-
f ore them but disaster, defeat,
and death.
The Lord is nOW dealing with

His people who believe present
truth. He designs to bring about

momentous results, and while in
His providence He is working
toward this end, He says to His
people, "Go forward!" True, the
path is not yet opened; but when
they move on in the strength of
faith and courage, God will make
the way plain before their eyes.
There are ever those who will

God speaks clearly
above all

discouragements,
"Go forward!"

complain, as did ancient Israel,
and charge the difficulties of
their position upon those whom
God has raised up for the special
purpose of advancing His cause.
They fail to see that God is test-
ing them by bringing them into
strait places, from which there is
no deliverance except by His
hand.
There are times when the

Christian life seems beset by
dangers, and duty seems hard to
perform. The imagination pic-
tures impending ruin before, and
bondage or death behind. Yet the
voice of God speaks clearly above
all discouragements, HGo for-
ward!" We should obey this com-
mand, let the result be what it
may, even though our eyes cannot
penetra te the darkness. and
though we feel the cold waves
about our feet.
The Hebrews were weary and

terrified; yet if they had held
back when Moses bade them ad-
vance, if they had refused to
move nearer to the Red Sea, God
would never have opened the
path for them. In marching down
to the very water, they showed
that they had faith iu the word
of God as spoken by Moses. They
did all that it was in their power
to do, and then the Mighty Oue
of Israel performed His part, and
divided the waters to make a
path for their feet.
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The clouds that gather about
our way will never disappear
before a halting, doubting spiri t.
Unbelief says, "We can never
surmount these obstructions; let
us wait until they are removed,
and we can see Our way clearly."
But faith courageously urges an
advance, hoping all things, be-
lieving all things. Obedience to
God is sure to bring the victory.
It is only through fai th that we
can reach heaven.
There is great similarity be-

tween our history and that of the
children of Israel. God led His
people from Egypt into the wil-
derness, where they could keep
His law and obey His voice. The
Egyptians, who had no regard for
the Lord, were encamped close by
them; yet what was to the Israel-
ites a great flood of light, illumi-
nating the whole camp, and shed-
ding brightness upon the path
before them, was to the hosts of
Pharaoh a wall of clouds, making
blacker the darkness of night.
So, at this time, there is a

people whom God has made the

depositaries of His law. To those
who obey them, the command-
ments of God are as a pillar of
fire, lighting and leading the way
to eternal salvation. But unto
those who disregard them, they
are as the clouds of night. "The
fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom." [Proverbs 1:7] Better

The clouds will
never disappear
before a halting,
doubting spirit

than all other knowledge is an
understanding of the Word of
God. In keeping His command-
ments there is great reward, and
no earthly inducement should
cause the Christian to waver for

a moment in his allegiance.
Riches, honour, and worldly
pomp are but as dross that shall
perish before the fire of God's
wrath.
The voice of the Lord bidding

His faithful ones "go forward"
frequently tries their faith to the
uttermost. But if they should
defer obedience till every shadow
of uncertainty was removed from
their understanding, and there
remained no risk of failure or
defeat, they would never move on
at all. Those who think it impos-
sible for them to yield to the will
of God and have faith in His
promises until all is made clear
and plain before them, will never
yield at all. Faith is not certainty
of knowledge; it "is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen." [Hebrews
11:1] To obey the commandments
of God is the only way to obtain
His favor. "Go forward" should
be the Christian's watchword.

Australasian Union Conference
Record, November 22, 1909

-*:--:.--:.-..:.--*.--*" Project: Steps to Christ _*.__*.__*;:-"_4.__.:--: .

T HE RESIDENTS in mOre
than two million homes

throughout the United States
have now had an opportunity to
learn about God's love because of
PROJECT: STEPS TO CHRIST.
This outreach is dedicated to
sharing the good news of salva-
tion by mail with the nation's
approximately eighty-two million
homes. It is a lay-volunteer pro-
gram, and is succeeding because
of the prayers and contributions
of those who are interested in
seeing the work of God advance.
The program originated because
of statements such as "Carry the
Word of God to every man's
door." (Review and Herald, July
10, 1883) "Let literature be dis-
tributed ... through the mails"
(Testimonies, vol. 9, 123), and "It
is not the Lord's purpose that

ministers should be left to do the
greatest part of the work of sow-
ing the seeds of truth." Ibid., vol.
7, 21
In this computer age, informa-

tion concerning the number of
homes in every zip code is read-
ily available. It is a simple proce-
dure then to reach every home in
every city, town and village.
PROJECT: STEPS TO CHRIST
makes an initial contact through
a packet containing the book
Steps to Christ and also invita-
tions to listen to national Adven-
tist radio and television prop
grams, to request Bible studies,
and to order additional free
books written by Ellen G. White.
Anyone can have a part in this

soul-winning program. The cost is
relatively inexpensive, three
homes for a dollar, but the re-

turns from the investment are
great, for people are learning of
the soon-coming Saviour. An en-
tire zip code may be sponsored by
an individual, a church, a Sab-
bath School class, or a school
group. There are zip codes with
many residences included, and
there are other zip codes with
only a few. But all these homes
must be reached with the gospel
message for these times.
An investment in souls brings

rich dividends. PROJECT: STEPS
TO CHRIST is one program by
which such an investment can be
realized. Detailed information
concerning this project may be
had by writing to

PROJECT: STEPS TO CHRIST
P.O. Box 40

Western Springs, IL 60558
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Church Militancy: In the govern-
ment's biggest Commons defeat,
Mrs. Thatcher suffered a nasty
setback. Officials glumly admit
that if Sunday trading cannot get
through the House of Commons,
deregulation of the licensing
laws, for which the Shops Bill
was a dry run, is now off the
agenda. The government's failure
has to do more with campaigns in
churches, village halls and high
streets of the country. Although
public-opinion polls consistently
showed a majority in favor of
Sunday trading, the church mili-
tant had virtually won the war.
Many were inspired by "Keep
Sunday Special," a coalition of
shopworkers, churchgoers and
some retailers. It was Britain's
most notable example of success-
ful single-issue politics, and its
first taste of the political power
of moral fervor. Sunday, Febru-
ary 1986

Constitution Imperiled: When
asked to justify the appointment
of a U.S. ambassador to the Vati-
can, the U.S. Administration ex-
plained that the pope is head of
the independent "Vatican State."
The truth is otherwise. It is be-
cause the Vatican is the seat of a
mighty, aggressive church and

the headquarters of a political
machinery whose tentacles have
penetrated into every nook and
cranny of the American edifice.
This Catholic penetration of the
U.S. political (and military) eche-
lons should alarm any American
who cares for one of the main-
stays of the U.S. Constitution-
separation of Church and State.
Once the Catholic Church has ac-
quired sufficient power to bend
the legislative machinery of the
U.S. administration, she will alter
the very foundation of the U.S.
Constitution. Battle Cry, July/Au-
gust 1986

Beginning A Trend: Picketed by
religious members of the 80-
called sanctuary movement, U.S.
Attorney General Ed Meese spoke
to the San Diego Evangelical As-
sociation about respect for
authority, reading from the New
American Standard Bible: "Let
every person be in subjugation to
government authorities. He who
resists authority has resisted the
authority of God." Surely he
must mean that the U.S. govern-
ment is invested with God's
authority. But does that mean
every branch of the U.S,
government? What about Supreme
Court decisions that Ed Meese

does not like? The only way out
of this apparent confusion is to
assume that the attorney general
was saying, "If you oppose what I
say, you are opposing the
authority of God." Isn't this the
underlying theme of the members
of the New Theocracy? Reagan,
Meese, Weinberger, Falwell, La
Haye and people like them are
telling us that there is one way to
believe in this world-their way.
San Diego Union, June 13 AND 17,
1986

Mixing Strange Fire: As Kenneth
Thompson has recently written,
"The ends of religion are not the
ends of politics. The claim that
religion and politics are inter-
changeable will not stand
scrutiny . _ _ even as its most
noble expression; politics' ends
are not the same as religion's."
There is a fundamental falsity in
Jerry Falwell's assertion, "The
idea that religion and politics
don't mix was invented by the
devil to keep Christians from
running their own country." More
than three centuries ago, Blaise
Pascal warned, "Men never do
evil so completely and cheerfully
as they do from religious convic-
tion." Journal of Church and
State, Spring 1986

About the Cover
A picture is worth a thousand

words, a well-known saying and
the goal of every illustrator. Yet
for the sake of our readers who
are not familiar with the people
and events of World War II, a few
words (if not quite a thousand)
of explanation are in order.
The central figure in the il-

lustration is Sir Winston Church-
ill. An adventurous, spirited man,
Churchill spent several years in
the army, worked as a war cor-

respondent, then took up his
lifelong career as a politician.
The gentleman clasping hands

with Adolf Hitler is Prime Minis-
ter Chamberlain. We see him here
on September 30, 1938, during
one of his three humiliating trips
of appeasement. His efforts
resulted in the signing of the
Munich Agreement which he
trusted would result in "Peace in
our time."

In the upper left is Churchill,
standing amid the ruins of the
House of Commons, which was
destroyed by bombs on the night
of May II, 1941. One can imagine
the thoughts which must have
passed through his mind.
Now what does all this have to

do with us today? What lessons
can be learned? May God bless
you as you read David Mould's
""A Call to Arms."
-BOB BRESNAHAN
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A Call to Arms
WE ARE GOING to be talk-

ing abou t war this morning,
inasmuch as OUr church is headed
for war. Like it or not, we have
scenes before us which are going
to test our faith, test our resolve.
Scenes which will show us wheth-
er we are among the sheep or the
goats.
I'm going to go back to the

early 1930s to a man whom I've
grown to admire. At the time
when we open the book of his-
tory, he was out of favor, one
lonely voice in the British House
of Parliament. And every time he
would get up to speak, the people
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knew what was on his mind. He
had one theme, he had one vision,
he had one burden: Germany is
rearming and Britain is not
ready.
William Manchester, wrltmg

a"bout him, said, "He didn't have
the vision of a fox who was
clearly able to discern different
avenues of trouble, and plot dif-
ferent avenues of escape. This
man seemed to have tunnel vision
and he could wrestle with only
one problem at a time. It encom-
passed him." It was also said of
him that if there was only one
horse in a race he would pick the

David Mould

wrong one. People clearly didn't
like what he had to say.
In one famous speech in the

early 1930s, shortly after Hitler
came to power, Churchill made
this point, "All these bands," he
said, stu.,rdy Teutonic youth
marching through the streets and
towns of Germany with the light
of desire in their eyes to suffer
for their Fatherland, tbey are not
after status-what they're after
are weapons, and when they have
the weapons, believe me, they
will then ask for the return of
lost colonies and lost territory.
They are not after status; they're
after weapons. And when they
have the weapons our day of
reckoning will have come. II
There are fascinating paral-

lels, I find, between Europe in
the 1930s and the world Seventh-
day Adventist Church in the
1980s. Fascinating parallels. No
one wanted to listen to Winston
Churchill during those years. One
author called him "the prophet in
exile." He gave warning after
warning after warning:
German Luftwaffe is strong,
where is our Royal Air Force?
The German army is moving; how
can we sit day after day and see
it and do nothing?"
We're told that all too often

he'd be greeted with nervousness,
papers rattling about, and little
else. Until Hitler's massive army
took over Austria. And a few
months later, Britain's Neville
Chamberlain flew to Munich to
meet with Hitler and came back
with his glorious peace that was
not to be.
Weeks later when Hitler's

troops moved into the Prague, it
was all over. Britain knew that
what Winston Churchill had been
saying for years was at the door.
There was a war coming, and
Britain wasn't ready.
War finally came on Septem-

ber 1, 1939, when the German
panzer divisions entered Poland.
And at that point a wire was sent
out to the British Navy, when an
embarrassed Chamberlain called
Churchill to be first Lord of the
Admiralty. And the wire simply
read, "Winston is back."



Every ship on the high seas got
it. "Winston is back." It wasn't
just a saber rattler; Britain knew
she needed him. Britain knew
that her moment had come. No
longer could she sweep under the
rug the ominous signs of Hitler's
mad imagination. And so they
called for Winston.
When war did come it was

fast. Adolf Hitler had learned the
lessons of Alexander the Great;
he had learned the lessons of
Napoleon Bonaparte. When he
moved, he moved swiftly; people
did not expect him when he
showed up at their doors. The
word they coined for it was Blitz-
krieg. When the War did come, it
was filled with atrocities. Even
seasoned journalists refrained
from putting down the gory de-
tails of what they saw and what
their cameras recorded.
It was a war that was fast,

that was atrocious, and the Allies
suffered some stunning early
defeats. There was Dunkirk,
when it seemed that every boat
Britain possessed went across the
channel to rescue her armies and
bring them back.
Those who fought in that war

perhaps can understand the fear-
ing of Churchill's heart, after
they made him Prime Minister.
When he had to live through the
bombs falling on London, how
must he have felt? How must he
have felt when-if they had
heeded his word-one pre-emptive
strike could have stopped it? How
must he have felt when life after
life was snuffed out before his
eyes? When the best of British
manhood was sent to war to shed
their blood to stop this tyrant,
how must he have felt?
It was a war in which there

would be horror on both sides.
Several months ago I saw a pic-
ture of a German soldier after
the Fuehrer's mad expansionist
ideas took him to Russia. Obvi-
ously Hitler did not calculate on
the bitter Russian winter. And
his troops were forbidden to light
fires for fear of the Russians
determining precisely where they
were. I saw a picture of a soldier,
gun in arm, frozen at his post of
duty. No bullet fired, no cry es-

caping from his lips, his body
frozen stiff.
The war brought out the best

and the worst in men. Some were
cowards who were drawn from
their post of duty. Some were
brave. Some would throw them-
selves down on grenades that
came toward them and their com-
rades. Throwing themselves on
grenades, they would perish that
their buddies might live. Others
would run.
Il brought out tenacity in

some. Some chose to fight and
figh t on, recognizing that the
cause of freedom was worth j t.
Some would quit easily, others
would fight on. Some had hearts
filled with compassion, some
knew no compassion.

We win be judged
by what we had

the opportunity to
know

All this horror was unleashed
upon a world which had had op-
portunity to be ready, to see Hit-
ler for what he was. I recall read-
ing a book, Inside the Third Reich,
in which Hitler's Minister of Ar-
mament made this point as he
pleaded guilty in the Nuremberg
trials. He said, "I had every op-
portunity to know what Hitler
would be like, every opportunity
to know it. I cannot plead inno-
cence-I knew. Had I taken the
time to look at him closely, had I
taken the time to study him, had
I taken the time to listen to the
speeches, had I taken the time to
analyze his anti-Semitism for
what it was, I had every oppor-
tunity to know what Hitler would
be." Swept along by the crowds,
he became his Minister of Arma-
ment. But when his day of reck-
oning came, he pleaded guilty,
because he recognized that his
ignorance would not save him. He

had had every opportunity not to
be ignorant.
Ellen White tells us that we

will be judged, not only by what
we know, but also by what we
had the opportunity of knowing.
Those little red books that sit in
our living rooms will judge us.
Jesus has tried to prepare us

for war. He has told us in Mat-
thew 10 the length, the height,
the scope of it. "Think not that I
am come to send peace on earth: I
came not to send peace, but a
sword. For I am come to set a
man at variance against his fa-
ther, and the daughter against
her mother, and the daughter in
law against her mother in law.
And a man's foes shall be they of
his own household. He that loveth
father or mother more than me is
not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daugh ter more than
me is not worthy of me. And he
that taketh not his cross, and f 01-
loweth after me, is not worthy of
me." 10:34-38
It's a war which will involve

our homes. It's a war which will
split husband against wife, moth-
er against son. Indeed, the proph-
et has called it a time of trouble
such as never was. And we must
determine whether we will stand
in that day, or yield to a son or
to a mate or to a daughter. We
must determine whether we will
be swept along by popular senti-
ment.
Jesus is using harsh words

here. We often think of our Lord
as a Lord of compassion, a Lord
of mercy, a Lord of grace. Here
He makes the point openly: "As a
result of Me, as a result of
holding on to Me, as a result of
imbibing My principles, as a re-
sult of living for the things that I
teach, you will be hated, you will
feel the wrath of the enemy."
He follows it up, "Behold, I

send you forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves: be ye therefore
wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves. But beware of men: for
they will deliver you up to the
councils. and they will scourge
you in their synagogues; and ye
shall be brought befbre governors
and kings for my sake, for a tes-
timony against them and the
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Gentiles. But when they deliver
you up, take no thought how or
what ye shall speak: for it shall
be given you in that same hour
what ye shall speak. For it is not
ye that speak, but the Spirit of
your Father which speaketh in
you. And the brother shall deliv-
er up the brother to death, and
the father the child: and the
children shall rise up against
their parents, and cause them to
be put to death. And ye shall be
hated of all men for my name's
sake: but he that endureth to the
end shall be saved." 10:16-22
The race is not to the swift,

nor the battle to the strong. !t's

We are coming to
blood, sweat, and

tears; we are
coming to a

cross

not how we start, it's not our
pedigree. They that endure unto
the end shall be saved.
Those of us who might not

have surrendered to Jesus, those
of us who are contemplating
Christ, con templa ting yielding
our lives to Him, we afe coming
into the church of God as she is
preparing for war. We are not
coming to a time of peace and
safety. We are not coming to the
milk and honey of the Promised
Land, as it were. We are coming
to blood, sweat, and tears; we are
coming to a cross. We afe coming
into the church at a time when to
say that we are standing on the
commandments of God we must
do it, knowing that we are risk-
ing our lives. We must be pre-
pared that when we come down
the aisle and say to Jesus, "Here I
am," that we are willing to lay
down OUf Iives for Him.
Who shall our persecutors be?

John 16:1, 2: "These things,"
Jesus says, "have I spoken unto
you, that you should not be of-
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fended." My margin reads, "that
you should not be upset." "They
shall put you out of the syna-
gogues." Is it fair to translate
that today and to say that they
will put us out of the churches?
"They shall put you out of the
synagogues: yea, the time cometh,
that whosoever killeth you will
think that he doeth God service."
The irony of this whole absurd

experience is that those who will
be our persecutors will think they
are doing God a favor. Those
who will knock at our doors in
the middle of the night, as the
storm troops of the religious right
move through the land, will think
that they are doing Jesus Christ a
favor. As we are hunted in the
hills and in the swamps, as our
pillows become the earth, and in-
stead of the ticking of our clocks
we hear the sounds of the night
in the wilderness, remember that
those hunting us will be thinking
they afe doing God service.
There is a war coming, and

every Seventh-day Adventist who
is a Seventh-day Adventist in
deed and in truth knows and un-
derstands who the perpetrators
are. Revelation 12:17, a verse we
should know by heart, tells us,
"The dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of
God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ." Revelation 19: 10
tells us that the testimony of

I don't understand
how we as a

people cannot see
what is coming

Jesus Christ is the spirit of
prophecy. These two verses tell us

Satan's wrath will be aimed
at those of us who keep the com-
mandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.

Now is not the time to quibble
over seeming inconsistencies in
the Spirit of Prophecy. To quar-
rel whether there is a misplaced
comma in those little red books is
to split hairs, to fiddle while
Rome burns. There is enough
there that tells me that this wom-
an was inspired by God, for me
to put before Him the things I
don't understand. even as I put
the things I don't understand in
the Word of God, and say, "Lord,
I don't understand, but I believe."
I might not understand all

there is in the book of Revela-
tion; there is much I don't under-
stand. Bu t, thanks be to God,
there are some things I do. And
when the things are hard and
cutting, and I say, "My God, can
this be so?" I take it to God.
The reason we rebel against

the Spirit of Prophecy is the same
reason we rebel against the Spirit
of God: it is that we want our
own way. We want to eat what we
want to eat when we want to eat
it. We want to dress the way we
choose to dress, regardless.
A war is coming. Recently, in

the Philippines. we saw an amaz w

ing phenomenon. We saw Corazan
Aquino trying to gain power. She
had an uphill battle until Car-
dinal Sin called out the nuns and
put them in front of the Philip-
pine tanks and the men refused
to fire a shot.
Roman Catholicism may be

credited with putting out Marcos
and putting in Aquino. Those of
us who follow the global plan of
Ca tholicism, who follow this
globe-trotting pope. as he makes
his pronouncements in New York,
as he makes his pronouncements
in Poland, as he visits South
America before millions, should
understand beyond a shadow of a
doubt the day in which we live.
I really don't understand how

we as a people cannot see what is
coming. My Bible tells me all the
world shall wonder after the
beast. All the world.
Years ago when Kurt Wald-

heim was secretary-general of the
United Nations, I recall reading
when this Polish pope came to
New York, Kurt Waldheim was
out in the rain with the millions



who came out to see him. I will
never forget what he said. He
said, "This, this is the greatest
moment in my life." To stand in
the rain to watch a pope drive by.
"'The greatest moment in my
life." Today he's President of
Austria.
We know Catholicism must

move, and we see her moving.
Openly, and oftentimes quite
subtly, as in being able even to
place her justices in the Supreme
Court. Protestant America flexes
her political muscle. Presidents
are voted in and out depending
on how Christians vote or don't
vote. Congressmen come and go,
and a national hit list is drawn
up by the new right. A hit list of
senators and congressmen who
are voted in and out, depending
on how they stand on certain
issues.
The point I'm trying to make

is that the stage is being set be-
rore OUf very eyes. There is an
ambassador to the Vatican now.
Four years ago we couldn't say
that. There is a growing rnove-
ment among the Protestants of
this country to make America
Christian.
No longer do we see the hip-

pies running around setting fires
or the civil rights demonstrations
of the 60s. The era has changed,
the tables have turned. We live
today in the era of the church.
The items on the social agenda
are the items of the church mak-
ing her influence felt, making
her presence known. Abortian,
pornography, all issues that will
coalesce at one grand point in
this nation's history. What does it
all mean?
How do we stand in the ligh t

of these things? When Ellen White
said that she saw it, I believe
there were people who scoffed at
her. And I wonder if many didn't
think that she, like Churchill,
was just an alarmist. I wonder if
there weren't those who felt that
she was stark, staring mad when
she said that religious persecution
would start in the United States,
and that we would be hunted
down like dogs, as it were, be-
cause of our stand on the Com-
mandments of God. I wonder how

many are laughing today. How
many could bring themselves to
laugh in the light of the stage
being set in front of our very
lives?
One general of the New Right,

Tim LaHaye, made this point
some months ago. He said he
believes that revival in America
can come only as the result of
legislation. Not the Holy Spirit
moving upon hearts, but legisla-
tive reform.

The era has
changed; we live

today in the era of
the church

Yes, there is a war coming,
and I've got to question the readi-
ness of the troops. I question my
own readiness for it, Quite frank-
ly. Are there still secret sins that
we cling to? Even as we build for
the kingdom of God are there
sins in our Iives that we know we
don't have the victory over? Sins
which if others knew about they
would run from us? How is it?
This is a time of war; this is

no time to sit down and pretend
these things don't exist. This is
the time we need to be preaching
the final message to the world,
and not hoarding the financial
resources of the church in re-
serve. This church needs to give
more than lip service to the role
of the layman, and not try to
keep in his place the layman who
shines too brightly.
i don't preach what I preach to

get vengeance. Don't misunder-
stand me. Jesus Christ wounds
that He may heal. I made up my
mind long ago, that I would
preach the Word of God, and
warn God's people about what is
coming. Not that we need any
warning, but as Peter said, "that
I might stir up that which the
Holy Spirit has put in you." That

I might cause us to think, that I
might cause us to question, that I
might cause us to go to our
ets to seek that daily walk with
God if we don't have it.
When we stand up for Jesus

Christ we had better be prepared
for the onslaught of the enemy.
"A man's foes shall be they of his
own household," even they of the
household of faith. But I'm still
in God's church, I'm not outside.
And I have no intention or desire
to go outside.
I'm reminded of the Blitzkrieg

that is to come. We are told that
the last events will be rapid ones.
Even as Hitler's panzer divisions
moved through Europe and con-
quered country after country, so
we have been told the last events
will be rapid. When the storm
bursts there will be time to do
little else but prepare to save our
own souls. The war that's coming
will be a war in which there will
be atrocities. A war in which
there will be tragedies. There will
be seeming early defeats; we shall
have our Dunkirks, but we shall
not fall beneath the icy wave for
long. There will be the frozen
German soldiers in our midst,
alas, who with Bible in hand will
sit frozen on the church pew,
doing nothing. And there will be
those who will be heroic.
I'm told the story of a man

who could not find a work to do.
Who was a failure in, school, a
failure while growing up, a fail-
ure never seeming to find his
niche in life, who joined the
army. But when they put a rifle
in his hand, he had an uncanny
ability to hit bullseye almost
every time.
Some of us, beloved, will not

find our niche until the time of
war. We are not fitted for peace.
We, like the one in whose hand
the rifle was put, have been built
for time of war. There is frustra-
tion in God's church. If there is
frustration in OUT hearts, it is be-
cause we are not on the battle-
field. It is time now to report for
duty, for the war is just ahead. I!!l
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T HE STORY of the rebellion
and the fall of Lucifer, the

light bearer of heaven, to become
Satan the archenemy of God, his
efforts to sabotage God's govern-
ment of love with all the woeful
consequences of that rebellion
and God's loving response, is the
primary theme of the Bible. From
the beginning of this great con-
troversy, Satan has used decep-
tion as his most effective weapon.
This strategy was his method in
Eden in his effort to entice Eve
to abandon her allegiance to God
and to sell out to Satan. Here
Satan articulated his big lie, "'Ye
shall not surely die: for God doth
know that ... your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods."
Genesis 3:4, 5
In various forms and disguises,

Satan has persisted with amazing
success in selling this deception
to mankind. This is the deception
that is to sweep the world and
that prompted the warning "The
end is very near. We who know
the truth should be preparing for
what is soon to break upon the
world as an overwhelming sur-
prise." Testimonies, vol. 8, 28
When the disciples of Jesus

asked Him to tell them what
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would be the signs of the end of
the world, His first response was
to say, "Take heed that ye be not
deceived." (Luke 21:8) Because
Satan is clever and subtle enough
to know that a fran tal attack
would be easily recognized, he
chooses to disguise his methods.
He "is well aware that the weak-
est soul who abides in Christ is
more than a match for the hosts

Satan keeps
changing the form
and packaging of
his ideas

of darkness, and that, should he
reveal himself openly, he would
be met and resisted." The Great
Controversy, 530
"Satan is constantly at work,

but few have any idea of his ac-
tivity and subtlety. The people of
God must be prepared to with-
stand the wily foe. It is this resis-

tance that Satan dreads. He
knows better than we do the limit
of his power, and how easily he
can be overcome if we resist
and face him. Through divine
strength, the weakest saint is
more than a match for him and
all his angels.... Therefore Sa-
tan's step is noiseless, his move-
ments stealthy, and his batteries
masked. He does not venture to
show himself openly, lest he
arouse the Christian's dormant
energies, and send him to God in
prayer. Testimonies, voL 5, 293,
294
One of the devices Satan has

used successfully is to disguise
his methods and ideas by con-
stantly changing their name and
form and the packaging in which
they are presented so that they
are not readily recognized. Most
of us grew up thinking we under-
stood what spiritualism was. We
felt adequately secured in Scrip-
ture against the belief that spirits
come back from the dead to com-
municate with the living. As long
as we stayed away from seances
and ouija boards, spiritualism
was nothing to be feared. Satan
changes the packaging and the
names, and we are again highly



vulnerable to being taken in. Not
only is the form changed, but the
deceptions are also presented in a
whole variety of attractive pack-
ages appealing to all types of
people with varied tastes, inter-
ests and personality.
Though there is much open ad-

vocacy of the occult today, espe-
cially in the rock music culture,
and Satanism has been elevated
to the status of a semirespectable
religion, one rarely hears refer-
ence to spiritualism. Of the hun-
dreds of names and forms, the
best known are currently appear-
ing as World Globalism, The New
Age Human Potential Movement,
Yoga in its many forms, various
mind-expanding and meditation
techniques, hypnosis and so on.
Through all these various routes
there is an underlying philos-
ophy-of-belief system that is of-
ten disguised, but when probed
invariably leads one to one
world, New Age theology. The
core of the New Age teaching is
the pantheistic view that HGod is
all, and all is God." Therefore all
humanity is part of God. Shirley
MacLaine, one of the many New
Age voices from the entertain-
ment world, has said that her
spirit guides have told her, Hlf
everyone was taught one basic
spiritual law, your world would
be a happier, healthier place. And
that law is this: Everyone is God.

Everyone." (Quoted in Christian-
ity Today, May 16, 1986, 18) Ig-
norance of humanity's essential
deity is seen as man's predica-
ment rather than alienation from
God by sinful rebellion.
As apparent in the comment

above, another common denomi-
nator of the New Age initiates is

There are so many
aspects of the
movement that it
becomes blurred

that by "'consciousness expand-
ing" techniques they put them-
selves in a state of mind to be led
by spirit guides identified as en-
lightened ones who have evolved
to a higher level of existence. As
Christians we would recognize
this technique as consulting with
demons.
In this connection it is of in-

terest that the logo symbol of the
New Age is the rainbow repre-
senting the "Rainbow Bridge"
connecting man to the great over-
soul, Lucifer. Originally the New
Agers called their press the Luci-

fer Publishing Company, but the
name was later changed to the
less obvious Lucius Trust.
Though some observers argue

whether there is a so-called con-
spiracy masterminding this whole
thrust of these almost evangelis-
tic New Age teachings, (Douglas
R. Groothvis, in Christianity To-
day, May 16, 1986, 22) advocates
of the New Age programs speak
clearly of the Plan (Hour of
Prophecy, November 1986, 2) in
which their stated long-range
goals include: 1. one world gov-
ernment 2. one world religion and
3. a new economic system. Yet in
spite of the central plan, the
movement is so multifaceted,
with thousands of multi varied
programs and organizations all
networked together, that it is
difficult to recognize their
mon purpose. "This decentralized
networking is the result of a
studied design known as ""piece-
meal functionalism" (Peter la
Londe, Editor, Omega-Letter
taped communication) in which
there are so many varied aspects
of the movement focused in so
many areas and directions that it
becomes vague and blurred when
one tries to identify the real
source and power driving the
movement.
Again there is much focus on

New Age concepts of mind power
and mental states; whether in
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business seminars, health- and
programs or

education, the emphasis is on
ways of sweeping the mind clean
of rational thought to open the
way for intuition and the guid-
ance of spirit guides. And their
message? It is that guilt is not

Dissenters are
compared to cancer
cells in the mind of
God

really a problem when there is no
moral law and no sin. Everything
is permissible if we are our own
god. Yet the irony is that many
of these mind-expanding tech-
niques are being incorporated
into the church with a Christian-
izing look with convincing prac-
tical demonstrations that they
really work in creating an
creased sense of relaxation and
well-being. All the while Satan's
grand deception becomes ever
mare enticing and seductive.
The culmination of this ubiq-

uitous movement of movements is
the mega effort to influence the
"global consciousness" and there-
by precipitate a ·'quantum leap"
in man's evolutionary progress so
that man may develop into a new
and higher level of existence, in
which all are conscious of their
innate deity. This view of global
consciousness comes from a pure-
ly Hindu belief that God exists
only in the thoughts of men.
Therefore the collective thoughts
of all mankind constitute the
mind of God. Thus if most of
humanity are thinking negative
thoughts, an Armageddon of
destructive world events will be
triggered. The spirit guides have
told John Randolph Price, author
of The Planetary Commission,
(Omega-Letter, vol. 1, nos. 8, 9)
that 1987 will be the year of
ucritical mass." By that assertion
he means that there will be cata-
strophic giobal self-destruction
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unless men change the collective
mind of God by thinking positive
thoughts. This promise was the
basis of the idea of a World In-
stant of Co-operation or World
Healing Day. If enough people of
the world could be enlisted to
meditate or think thoughts of
unity, peace, harmony and of
their common godhead, it is be-
lieved they would be able to
avert Armageddon and usher in a
·'planetary Pentecost" with
raculous demonstrations of heal-
ing power and make that quan-
tum leap of evolutionary advance
for humankind. In order to enlist
as many in this activity as
si ble the real purpose of the
event would be disguised as a
time of universal prayer for
peace.
Barbara Marx Hubbard, a New

Age leader, is an executive direc-
tor of the World Future Society.
She was a former member of the
Presidential committee on nation-
al curriculum and Democratic
party nominee for vice president
of the United States. Ms. Hub-
bard has stated that a world heal-
ing day could bring about "a
mass transfiguration ... a second
coming through lifting our con-
sciousness," that would bring
about an instantaneous heaven on
earth. Ibid., 11
There is only one major hitch

seen by these New Age leaders to
the successful fulfillment of
their enterprise to bring about a
millennium of peace. The only
group capable of blocking this
effort would be those people who
stick to "a divisive
theology, which believes that it
has the 'only truth,' " (ibid., 12)
those who believe there is only
one personal God who is the Au-
thor of the only moral law, and
only one Jesus by whom we can
be saved. Such dissenters are
compared to cancer cells in the
mind of God, and the only way
the world can be saved from Ar-
mageddon is for them to be "ex-
ported to a nonphysical realm," a
euphemism for being extermin-
ated.
These current teachings be-

come even more striking when
compared with the following
warnings from God's messenger.

HThrough the two grea terrors,
the immortality of the soul and
Sunday sacredness, Satan will
bring the people under his decep-
tions. While the former lays the
foundation of spiritualism, the
latter creates a bond of sympathy
with Rome. The Protestants of
the United States will be fore-
most in stretching their hands
across the gulf to grasp the hand
of spiritualism; they will reach
over the abyss to clasp hands
with the Roman power; and un-
der the influence of this three-
fold union, this country will fol-
low in the steps of Rome in tram-
pling on the rights of conscience.
..As spiritualism more closely

imita tes the nominal Christianity
of the day, it has greater power
to deceive and ensnare. Sa tan
himself is converted, after the
modern order of things. He will
appear in the character of an an-
gel of light. Through the agency
of spiritualism, miracles will be
performed. And as the spirits will
profess faith in the Bible, and
manifest respect for the institu-
tions of the church, their work
will be accepted as a
tion of divine power.
"The line of distinction be-

tween professed Christians and
the ungodly is now hardly distin-
guishable. Church members love
what the world loves, and are
ready to join with them; and
Satan determines to unite them in

Satan himself is
converted, after the
modern order of
things

one body, and thus strengthen his
cause by sweeping all into the
ranks of spiritualism. Papists 1

who boast of miracles as a cer-
tain sign of the true church, will
be readily deceived by this won-
der-working power; and Protes-
tants, having cast away the shield
of truth, will also be deluded.



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR
Papists, Protestants, and world-
lings will alike accept the form
of godliness without the power,
and they will see in this union a
grand movement for the conver-
sion of the world, and the usher-
ing in of the long expected mil-
lennium.

Few have any idea
as to the future
manifestation of
spiritualism

"In accidents and calamities
by sea and by land, in great con-
fIagrations, in fierce tornadoes
and terrific hailstorms, in tem-
pests, floods, cyclones, tidal
waves, and earthquakes, in every
place and in a thousand forms,
Satan is exercising his power. He
sweeps away the ripening har-
vest, and famine and distress fol-
low....
"And then the great deceiver

will persuade men that those who
serve God are causing these evils.
The class that have provoked the
displeasure of Heaven will charge
all their troubles upon those
whose obedience to God's Com-
mandmen ts is a perpetual reproof
to transgressors." The Great Con-
troversy, 588-590
"None but those who have for-

tified the mind with the truths of
the Bible will stand through the
last great conflict. To every soul
will come the searching test: Shall
I abey God rather than men? The
decisive hour is even now at
hand. Are our feet planted on the
rock of God's immutable Word?
Are we prepared to stand firm in
defense of the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus?" The
Great Controversy, 593, 594

is about to take
the world captive.... few have
any idea as to what will be the
manifestation of spiritualism in
the future." Evangelism, 602, 603

II

The final paragraph of Kevin
Paulson's article, "What Does It
Prove?" Our Firm Foundation,
January 1987, disturbed me very
much, especially this statement:
"The day North American Ad-
yentism finds a new commitment
to Christ will be the day wedding
rings pass from the scene."
While this may not have been

intended by the author to be
judgmental of those who wear
wedding rings, it appears there is
some question of the Hcommit-
ment to Jesus ChrisC' of anyone
who continues to wear one. Breth-
ren and sisters, let's beware of
such atti tudes!
The Lord is the only One who

knows the degree of commitment
of His children. The Pharisees of
Christ's day, who were so careful
about appearances and practices,
wre described by Jesus as
Uwhited sepulchres" because He
saw the inner man.

we have a sense of the
long-suffering of God toward us,
we shall not be found judging or
accusing others," Ministry of
Healing, 489

Ruth Wright
Vienna, West Virginia

While we would agree that the
presence of a wedding ring is not
proof positive that a person is not a
committed Christian, and that the
absence of one is not proof Of a
person's commitment, we do not
find this in conflict with the state-
ments made by Kevin Paulson. We
must be careful lest, in our efforts
to be noncritical, we lose our stand-
ards one by one in the gray mists
of tolerance.

The same Ellen White who wrote,
"we shall not be found judging or
accusing others," also wrote, "I jeel
deeply over this leavening process
which seems to be going on among
us, in the conformity to custom and
fashion." (Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 181; Quoted il! Kevil! Paulson,
"What Does it Prove?" Our Firm

I'"

Foundation, January 1987) And
the same Jesus who called the
Pharisees "whited sepulchres,"
(Matthew 23:27) also said, "Woe
unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint
and anise and cumin; and have
omitted the weightier matters of
the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have
done, and not to leave the other
undone." Matthew 23:23

Those who are committed to
Jesus Christ will grow. In this
growth they will find that both the
little things and the "weightier"
things are important. There are no
nonessentials. This is the basis on
which wedding rings will disappear
from the scene. as the result of
growth in Christ. And until the day
of the Lord's appearing we are our
brother's keeper; we cannot keep
silent. See Ezekiel 3:20 -EDITORS

A friend passed me an Intro-
ductory Issue of Our Firm Foun-
datiol!. I could hardly put your
magazine down, I was so excited
at what I was reading. I was over-
joyed to find true meat for Chris-
tians; your group is doing a great
work of the Lord's in weaning
Adventists from the milk they've
been staying with for too long.
The truth and light that shone
forth from the pages of this issue
was almost an answer to prayer,

Mrs. Debby LaRoy
Kelowna, British Columbia
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A Church Asleep
I SAW ONE standing on a

high platform with arms
extended. He turned and pointed
in every direction, saying, 'A
world perishing in ignorance of
God's holy law, and Seventh-day
Adventists are asleep.' " Evan-
gelism, 32
Really? In the midst of all our

activity? Could the Lord's assess-
ment be so severe?
"It is a solemn and terrible

truth that many who have been
zealous in proclaiming the third
angel's message are now becoming
listless and indifferent! The line
of demarcation between world-
lings and many professed Chris-
tians is almost indistinguishable.
Many who onCe were earnest Ad-
ventists are conforming to the
world-to its practices, its cus-
toms, its selfishness. Instead of
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leading the world to render 0 be-
dience to God's law, the church is
uniting more and more closely
with the world in transgression.
Daily the church is becoming
converted to the world. How
many professing Christians are
slaves of mammon! Their indul-
gence of appetite, their extrava-
gant expenditure of money for
selfish gratification, greatly dis-
honors God.
"And through lack of zeal for

the promulgation of the third
angel's message, many others,
while not apparently living in
transgression, 3fe nevertheless as
verily lending their influence on
the side of Sa tan as are those who
openly sin against God. Multi-
tudes are perishing; but how few
are burdened for these souls!
There is a stupor, a paralysis,

Ron Spear

upon many of the people of God,
which prevents them from under-
standing the duty of the haur."
Testimonies, vol. 8, 118, 119
"I have been shown that the

spirit of the world is fast leaven-
ing the church. You are following
the same path as did ancient Is-
rael. There is the same falling
away from your holy calling as
God's peculiar people. You are
having fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness. Your
concord with unbelievers has
provoked the Lord's displeasure.
You know not the things that
belong to your peace, and they
are fast being hid from your
eyes. Your neglect to follow the
light will place you in a mOre un-
favorable position than the Jews
upon whom Christ pronounced a
woe." Ibid., vol. 5, 75, 76



And in vol. I, 129, we read
this startling inspired statement
of our spiritual condition:

"'I saw that many who profess
to believe the truth for these last
days think it strange that the
children of Israel murmured as
they journeyed; that after the
wonderful dealings of God with
them, they should be so ungrate-
ful as to forget what He had
done for them, Said the angel: 'Ye
have done WOrse than they.' "

We should ask the question,
How could the church have got-
ten into such spiritual apostasy?
God again answers from inspira-
tion:
"In the rejection of the ways

of God for the ways of men, the
downfall of Israel began, Thus
also it continued, until the Jewish
people became a prey to the very
nations whose practices they had
chosen to follow," Education, 50
·'The sin of ancien t Israel was

in disregarding the expressed will
of God and following their own
way according to the leadings of
unsanctified hearts. Modern Is-
rael are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure of
the Lord is as surely resting upon
them." Testimonies, vol. 5, 94
And so we see clearly now

from God's last-day prophet, that
we have followed the example of
the ancient church in apostasy,
We have done worse than they
because we have gone on in op-
position not only to the light
available to them in their day,
but also in opposition to the spe-
cific instruction of the Sptrtt of
Prophecy. Nineteen times in Testi-
monies, vol. 5, we are told that we
are repeating Israel's sordid
historyl
Ellen White tells us in the

same volume, page 680, that to
disregard the Testimonies is to
reject them, and to reject them is
to reject God .and the Holy Spirit,
which will lead to the sin that
cannot be forgiven. Dear ones, we
must see the seriousness of what
we are dealing with,
As we study the history of an-

cient Israel, the tragedy of the
past is clearly exposed,
"And the Lord God of their

fathers sent to them by his mes-

sengers, nSlng up betimes, and
sending; because he had compas-
sion on his people, and on his
dwelling place: but they mocked
the messengers of God, and de-
spised his words, and misused his
prophets, until the wrath of the
Lord arose against his people, till
there was no remedy." 2 Chroni-
cles 36:15, 16
"That this is a rebellious peo-

ple, lying children, children that
will not hear the law of the Lord:
which say to the seers, See not;
and to the prophets, Prophesy not
unto us right things, speak unto
us smooth things, prophesy de-
ceits:" Isaiah 30:9, 10

There is a
danger that we
may follow

unsafe leaders

'''But they rebelled against me,
and would not hearken unto me:
they did not every man cast away
the abominations of their eyes,
neither did they forsake the idols
of Egypt: then I said, I will pour
out my fury upon them, to ac-
complish my anger against them
in the midst of the land of
Egypt." Ezekiel 20:8
The children of Israel went

into captivity because of their
rebellion against the Almighty
God, and who was mostly respon-
sible?
"For the leaders of this people

cause them to err; and they that
are led of them are destroyed,"
Isaiah 9:16
"'The watchmen are respon-

sible for the condition of the
people, While you open the door
to pride, envy, doubt, and other
sins, there will be strife, hatred,
and every evil work, Jesus, the
meek and lowly One, asks an
entrance as your guest; but you
are afraid to bid Him enter. He
has spoken to us in both the Old

and the New Testament; He is
speaking to us still by His Spirit
and His providences. His instruc-
tions are designed to make men
true to God and true to them-
selves, Testimonies, voL 5, 235
"A nation's sin and a nation's

ruin were due to the religious
leaders," The Destre of Ages, 738
Now it should be borne in

mind that leaders are a part of
God's plan, Even among the an-
gels who have never fallen there
are leaders. Moses was appointed
the leader of Israel, and the Lord
defended him against the attacks
of those who refused to recognize
that leadership, The point of
these verses is not that leadership
is wrong, but that at times leaders
have been wrong. As any student
of the Bi ble well knows, nothing
is more disastrous for God's cause
than to have unconsecrated men
in positions of sacred trust.
Today, as always, there is a

danger that God's children may
follow unsafe leaders, It is the
responsibility of all to consider
well the path which they are en-
couraged to walk, Any leader
who downplays the importance of
the Spirit of Prophecy, who
preaches a which finds
a way to tolerate sin in the life,
or who shows disregard or dis-
respect for the historic doctrines
and standards given. to us as a
people-any such man is not a
safe leader to follow,
Will the Seventh-day Adventist

Church repent of her backsliding;
will she now see her mistake of
following her own way instead of
the way that God has outlined so
carefully in the gift of prophecy?
Let us look carefully at this

inspired statement:
"'Unless the church, which is

now being leavened with her own
backsliding, shall repent and be
converted, she will eat of the
fruit of her own doing, until she
shall abhor herself. When she
resists the evil and chooses the
good, when she seeks God with
all humility and reaches her high
calling in Christ, standing on the
platform of eternal truth and by
faith laying hold upon the at-
tainments prepared for her, she
will be healed, She will appear in
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her God-given simplicity and
purity, separate from earthly en-
tanglements, showing that the
truth has made her free indeed.
Then her members will indeed be
the chosen of God, His repre-
sentatives.
"The time has come for a

thorough reformation to take
place. When this reformation
begins, the spirit of prayer will
actuate every believer and will
banish from the church the spirit
of discord and strife. Those who
have ;not been living in Christian
fellowship will draw close to one
another. One member working in
right lines will lead other mem-
bers to unite with him in making
intercession for the revelation of
the Holy Spirit. There will be no
confusion, because all will be in
harmony with the mind of the
Spirit. The barriers separating
believer from believer will be
broken down, and God's servants
will speak the same things. The
Lord will co-operate with His
servants. All will pray under-
standingly the prayer that Christ
taught His servants: 'Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven.' Mat-
thew 6:10." Testimonies, vol. 8,
250, 251
The church is asleep, asleep in

carnal security_ We are no more
ready for the second coming than
the church was for the first com-
ing. Where are the watchmen that
should be blowing the trumpet in
Zion? Where are the men that
weep between the porch and the
altar for sin committed in the
church and the world?
"'Gather together, a nation not

desired; before the decree 'bring
forth, before the day pass as the
chaff, before the fierce anger of
the Lord come upon you, before
the day of the Lord's anger come
upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all
ye meek of the earth, which have
wrought his judgment; seek right-
eousness, seek meekness: it may
be ye shall be hid in the day of
the Lord's anger." Zephaniah
2:1-3
May God help us now to con-

fess our rebellion, that we will
not follow in the ways of the an-
cient church any longer.

There is hope for Israel, hope
for rhe Seventh-day Adventist
Church, but only through repen-
tance, confession, and reforma-
tion.
HThe Lord Jesus will always

have a chosen people to serve
Him. When the Jewish people
rejected Christ, the Prince of life,
He took from them the kingdom
of God and gave it unto the Gen-
tiles. God will continue to work
on this principle with every
branch of His work. When a
church proves unfaithful to the
work of the Lord, whatever their
position may be, however high
and sacred their calling, the Lord
can no longer work with them.
Others are then chosen to bear
important responsibilities_ But, if
these in turn do not purify their
lives from every wrong action, if
they do not establish pure and

The lord Jesus
will always have
a chosen people
to serve Him

holy principles in all their bor-
ders, then the Lord will griev-
ously afflict and humble them
and, unless they repent, will
remove them from their place
and make them a reproach. Up-
ward Look, 131
The Seventh-day Adventist

Church will go through to the
end; there will not be another.
God will purify this one. All the
rebels will join the ranks of the
foe and tribes will come from the
world to take their place. In the
shaking that is to come, all false-
hearted leaders, pastors, and laity
will abandon the church. So many
will leave that it may well
destroy the visible structure of
the denomination as we know it
today, but true Seventh-day Ad-
ventists will continue to uphold
the Lord's truth under any cir-
cumstances.2

These facts are no reason to
draw back now. Let us take heart
and trust in this precious promise
from the Lord:
"And I will give you pastors

according to mine heart, which
shall feed you with knowledge
and understanding. And it shall
come to pass, when ye be multi-
plied and increased in the land,
in those days, saith the Lord,
they shall say no more, The ark
of the covenant of the Lord:
neither shall it come to mind:
neither shall they remember it;
neither shall they visit it; neither
shall that be done any more. At
that time they shalI call
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord;
and all the nations shall be
gathered unto it, to the name of
the Lord, to Jerusalem: neither
shall they walk any more after
the imagination of their evil
heart." Jeremiah 3:15-17
Now is the time above any

other time in the world's history
that the Lord's faithful and loyal
need to arouse and go to work.
"For when they shall say,

Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape. But ye,
brethren, are not in darkness,
that that day should overtake you
as a thief. Ye are all the children
of light, and the children of the
day: we are not of the night, nOr
of darkness. Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us
watch and be sober. For they that
sleep sleep in the night; and they
that be drunken are drunken in
the night. But let us, who are of
the day, be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love; and
f or a helmet, the hope of salva-
tion. For God hath not appointed
us to wrath, but to obtain salva-
tion by our Lord Jesus Christ."
I Thessalonians 5:3-9
It is my earnest prayer that we

may awake before it is eternally
too late. II

1. See Testimonies, vol. 5, 72, 75,
76, 77, 84, 94, 99, 160, 217, 226, 258,
297,456,535,601,689,690,710,728
2. See The Great ColTtroversy, 608;

Testimollies, vol. 1 608, 609; vol. 5, 136,
477, 463; vol. 7, 219; vol. 8, 41; vol. 9,
15, 16

18 Our Firm Foundation March 1987



Writing in 1911. Elder J. N.
Loughborough tells of events which
occurred in the summer of 1856.

CONTINUING IN the east-
ern journey with Brother

and Sister White, our next place
of meeting, after leaving Manns-
ville, was Buck's Bridge, [New
York, in] St. Lawrence County.
Here we found a good-sized com-
pany of substantial souls. Some of
them had been in the 1844 move-
ment, but most were newly come
to the advent faith. Among them
was Brother John Byington, who
had been an earnest worker
among the Wesleyan Methodists.
There were also the Brother Hil-
liards, and our staunch English
Brother and Sister Crosby.
Our three days' meeting was a

very interesting and profitable
one for that company. There was
one circumstance in connection
with that meeting which may il-
lustrate the zeal of some of this
company to be just right. One
sister came to Sister White much
burdened, and said, like Broth-
er Loughborough's preaching, but
I am sorry to see him following
the fashions of the day."
Sister White inquired, "In

what respect?"
"Why, " said the sister, "in the

manner of shaving his beard; he
leaves a mustache upon his upper
lip, and a goatee upon his chin."
"Well," said Sister White,

that is all your trouble about
him, I can relieve your mind at
once. He does not shave at all. He
lets all the beard grow that the
Lord has given him. And I sup-
pose when the Lord gives him
any more he will let that grow,
too."
The sister's mind was, of

course, relieved. It was, however,
a good illustration of how per-

sons may be judging wrong from
appearances when ignorant of the
real facts in the case.
Our next meeting was in the

week time, at Rouse's Point, near
the north end of Lake Cham-
plain. This meeting was held in
the home of Brother C. O. Taylor.
.. . Most of those assembling were
new in the truth, and were great-
ly strengthened by seeing and
hearing Brother and Sister White.
Elder D. T. Taylor, of the Boston
Advent Herald party [a First-day
Adventist group], was at his
brother's at that time. One day
Professor Hudson, who had been
connected with some college be-
fore accepting the Advent faith,
called on Elder D. T. Taylor. This
professor had written a book on
the nature of man, entitled Death
Not Life. Elder Taylor [Sunday-
keeping Adventist brother of
C. O. Taylor] got the use of one
of the church buildings in the
town for an afternoon talk by the
professor.
We adjourned our meeting, as

we all wanted to hear the profes-
sor talk <as we supposed) on the
immortality question. A large
audience assembled. What was
our surprise-his talk was largely
words, and high sounding plati-
tudes that we would need a dic-
tionary to understand. Often he
would speak of the theodices.
What that meant we did not have
the dictionary by us to tell. After
reference showed that it meant
Hright; justice; a vindication of
the justice of God." His whole
discourse seemed to us an effort
to show off his great learning,
but was in a Hcrib too high" for
his audience. After his discourse,
a merchant of the place, quite an
intelligent man, said to Brother
C. O. Taylor, "That man Hudson
is probably a well-educated man,

but I did not know what he was
talking about in his discourse to
US."
This was not much like the

compliment given to Daniel Web-
ster, the great American orator.
He gave an evening's speech in
one of the slave States. The
slaves, some of them, attended
the lecture. Asiaveholder en ter-
tained him for the night. In the
morning one of the house ser-
vants said to his master, "Was
that Daniel Webster that spoke
last nigh t?"

said the master.
"Well," said the slave, "I don't

think it is the great Daniel Web-
ster."
The master said, ""1 will intro-

duce you to him, and you will sec
that it is he."
So the master introduced him,

and the slave, in his simplicity,
said, "Are you the great Daniel
Webster, the orator we hear
about?"
Webster said, "Yes."
"Well," said the slave, "'I did

not think so, for I understood
every word you said last night."
Webster afterward related the

circumstance, and said that this
compliment from the slave was
the best he ever had. He thought
if he could "speak in a manner to
hold the well educated, and at
the same time use words that an
uneducated slave could compre-
hend," it was the height of his
,ambition. Simplicity of speech is
what tells in gospel work. Paul
said of his teaching, "My speech
and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man's wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit'
and of power." I Corinthians 2:4

Pacific Union Recorder, February
16,1911
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The Power

ofMusic

Part Three
H. Lloyd Lena

W E HAVE seen how the writ-
ings of Ellen White related

to the entertainment practices of
her day. Now the question "How
does this apply to our day?" must
be answered. As a part of this
question we also need to discover
whether the music of that era is
still objectionable or if it has be-
come acceptable with age.
Every human being is capable

of adapting to certain stimuli. We
can develop a tolerance and be-
come caUoused to certain irrita-
tions and immune to some dis-
eases. In music. what once seemed
rather wild might seem tame
compared with some music today.
But the question is not (or should
not be) "Can we tolerate it now?"
but rather, it good now?" It is
generally understood that in the
entertainment world it is neces-
sary to keep introducing new sen-
sations in order to continue at-
tracting the public. In the pop
music industry this policy has
resulted in a constant progression
from one style and device to
another, because success depends
upon the ability to satisfy public
demand or, through promotion,

20, Ou.r Firm Foundation March 1987

create a market for a given pro-
duct.
The development of jazz evi-

dences this progression. The first
jazz, known as Dixieland. moved
from the "New Orleans" style to
the faster "Chicago" style. Other
styles followed: boogie-woogie,
swing (various styles and tempos),

Teen-agers had
money and no
worries, but they had
no group identity

were followed by bebop, cool
jazz, rhythm and blues, and
funky. By the 1950s jazz had be-
come intellectualized so that it
was losing its primitive appeal
among the young. The emphasis
on dancing was diminishing, and
the whole pop-music scene was a

sweet, sentimental make-believe
world. The subject of most of the
songs was moonlight, star dust,
roses, and lonely hearts, and the
performers were mostly over 30.
The entire industry was con-
trolled by middle-aged business-
men. 1
The teen-agers were experienc-

ing a social and economic climate
that prepared them for revolt.
They had money and no worries,
but as a group they had no iden-
tity. Delinquency became fash-
ionable. Business became aware
of the tremendous market for
products to which a teen label
could be attached. The record in-
dustry struck gold when they dis-
covered the first record hit that
had a unifying effect on the teen
popula tion.
Basically, rock was a mixture

of Negro rhythm 'n' blues and
country-Western. "What was new
about it was its aggression, its
sexuality, its sheer noise; and
most of this came from its beat.
... Electric guitars ... had been
around for years ... but they had
never before been used as bed-
rock, as the basis of a whole



music. Crude, powerful, infinite-
ly loud, they came on like space-
age musical monsters and, imme-
diately, wiped out all politeness
that had gone before.,,2
Except for a few bawdy songs

sung in the back rooms, most
songs of the early 50s were only
mildly suggestive and avoided
open references to carnal desire;
but with the new emphasis on the
heavy beat, both words and music
filled a need for those who
wished to express their feelings
and attitudes more frankly and
physically. Again a new form of
music needed an appropriate
title. It was supplied by a flam-
boyant disk jockey, Allan Freed,
who christened the new music
"rock and roll," an expression for
sexual intercourse he picked up
from the ghetto.s

Meaning of Rock and Roll

The Blue Cross report referred
to previously analyzes the mean-
ing of rock and roll: "Taken as a
whole, the new music embodies
two messages: Come. swing with
me. The crooning invitation to
romance, which was the mainstay
of popular music during the 30s
and 40s and the essence of rock
and roll in the 50s, has become a
more direct invitation to dance
the dance of life. This invita-
tion-expressed in so many songs
by the shout 'c'mon'-is sometimes

The new mUSlC
wiped out all
politeness that had
gone before

aimed specifically at a possible
sex partner and is a thinly dis-
guised proposi tion. . . . Many
parents and others are concerned
that the music may be too sugges-
tive, downright sexually arousing
for young people listening and
dancing to the sounds and lyrics.
Many who are real believers in

the new music would rather not
defend themselves against such
positions, for it is their feeling
the notes and words are accurate
presentations of attitudes and
emotions. As for those who claim
that music replaces intimate sex-
ual relations by providing mass
scenes of rhythmic orgasms, they
respond, 'Look again . . . and
while you're at it, look at your
own generation's music and the
inhibitions it covered up.' ,,4
Many people, inclUding psy-

chiatrists and sociologists, recog-
nize the sensual implication or
influence of the rhythm of rock
music, even though they are un-
concerned about the moral values
involved: "Most sociologists, who
take this sort of thing seriously,
agree that the sensuality of rock
'n' roll is 'safe sex.' ... 'These
dances,' says Harvard psychiatrist
Philip Solomon, 'are outlets for
restlessness, for unexpressed and
sublimated sex desires. This is
quite healthy.' ,,5
Dr. Matterson, head of the

Adolescent Out-Patient Clinic at
Payne-Whitney Psychiatric Clin-
ic, says: "The music is not only a
physical outlet, but also, in a
way, a kind of sexual expression.
The beat has genuine sexual im-
plications, and affords one means
to work out their feelings.',6
Time comments: "The highly

sensual implications of big-beat
dancing have some psychiatrists
worried. Says one: 'It's sick sex
turned into a spectator sport.' ,,7
How does this music affect

young people? One young man
explained how rock music influ-
enced him in his early and mid-
teens: "It's completely riotous and
uninhibited and you can't help
but let yourself go. Just a 'rock
out' so to speak.... Sometimes I
would dance in front of a mirror
and work out all kinds of con-
tortions and movements. I found
myself getting deep in to the
music. ,,8
Frank Garlock, chairman of

the music theory department of
Bob Jones University and direc-
tor of brass ensembles, has lec-
tured extensively in schools and
cl ubs. He rela tes: "A young man
who was noted for his many 'con-
quests' of teen-age girls told me

that he found the best way 'to get
the chicks turned on is to make
love to the rhythm of rock 'n'
roll. Any girl will go all the
under the right circumstances.' "
A teen-age girl speaking of the

Stones says: "Their appeal ... is
sex-but don't print that; my
mother would hit me.,,1

How do the
entertainers
themselves regard
their role?

How do entertainers them-
selves regard their role? Morrison
(The Doors): "Think of us as
erotic politicians.',ll Marty Balin
(Jefferson Airplane): "We're not
en tertaining, we are making
love."" Jagger (Rolling Stones):

can feel the adrenalin go-
ing through your body. It's sort
of sexual."" Arthur Brown: "All
soul music is sex.,,14 Zappa
(Mothers of Invention): "To deny
rock was to deny sexuality.,,15
Bob Larson's career as a rock

musician gave him an unusual
firsthand experience in observing
the effects of rock music. His ex-
periences led him to investigate
possible physiological explana-
tions for the behavior patterns he
observed in young people. In his
book, The Day Music Died, Mr.
Larson says, "It is not difficult to
see why these [rock 'n' roll]
dances invalve such erotic move-
ments." His personal observation
combined with medical counsel
led him to conclude that the hys-
terical, indecent behavior that
some girls exhibit is a result of
their "undergoing a sexually
climactic condition.',16
Because the mind can subcon-

sciously be affected by music, we
can easily recognize its potential
f or con trolling the mind. Gitler
observed what psychologists have
shown through investigation, that
rhythm is a prime factor: "Rock
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has a pervasive beat, and the
audience responds to it on a
primal level."l7 John Philips of
The Mamas and the Papas found
through observation and experi-
mentation that riot and hysteria
can be created "by carefully COnM
trolling the sequence of rhythms.
. . . We know how to do it. .
Anyone knows how to do it.,,18

If the right kind of
beat makes you tap
your foot ...

Frank Zappa, one of the best-
educated rock musicians, stated:
"The ways in which sound af-
fects the human organisms are
myriad and subtle. The loud
sounds and bright lights of today
are tremendous indoctrination
tools.... If the right kind of beat
makes you tap your foot, what
kind of beat makes you curl your
fist and strike?,,19
Time observed: "In a sense, all

rock is revolutionary. By its very
beat and sound, it has always im-
plicitly rejected restraints and
celebrated freedom and sexual-
ity.,,2o

Rock Music and Mind Control

In his latest book, Bob Larson
documents numerous examples of
the uSe of rock music which,
through its qualities of sound as
well as its lyrics, is used to fur-
ther the spirit of anarchy and
revolution in America.21
One group, Country Joe and

the Fish, are known to have as-
sisted the Black Panthers and the
SDS [Students for a Democratic
Society]. A performance of the
Detroit quintet called MC5 was
described by their original man-
ager, John Sinclair: "The MC5 are
a free, high-energy source that
will drive us wild into the streets
of America.,,22 The UP, who
sist the White Panthers, were
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described by one rock magazine:
"In the age of revolution, the UP
are one of the finest examples of
the battle's potency form: rock-
and-roll music.,,23
Jerry Ruin sums up the rela-

tion between his political ambi-
tions and the Yippie lifestyle.
Our lifestyle-acid, long hair,
freaky clothes, pot, rock music,
sex-is the revolution. Our very
existence mocks America."Z4
In addition to mOre direct as-

saults on the mind which have
been discussed, there is one
which, because of its extremely
subtle disguise, may prove to be
even more devastating than all
the rest. We have seen that human
response to music is basic, and its
message, particularly in the popu-
lar music field, is understood
universally. What happens to a
person who has responded to jazz
(including the milder forms of
swing), soul or rock in their
ral setting, when he hears the
same basic beat and style in a
religious setting, complete with
religious words? (For sake of dis-
cussion, let us assume that the
words are scriptural.) How doe-s
the mind react to this mixture of
good and evil?
In trueMfalse examinations we

are instructed to mark "false"
any statement that is partially
false. Can we afford to treat
temptation with less caution? El-
len White tells us that this was
the very technique used to cause
the fall of man. "By the mingling
of evil with good, his mind had
become confused.,,25
Accepting the good-evil mix-

ture or constantly operating close
to the borderline is a compromise,
and nowhere is this fact mOre
evident than in the field of reli-
gious music. The mass media has
so thoroughly conditioned the
masses with a diet of dance
rhythm oriented music, that any-
thing else seems bland and dull.
The result has been something
akin to an obsession among many
Seventh-day Adventist gospel
music composers and performers
to clothe alI gospel music with
some kind of dance beat. Al-
though some groups are more
cautious or "conservati ve," the
standard fare of many groups in-

eludes thinly disguised hybrid
forms of dance styles such as
waltz, swing (fox trot), country-
Western, soft rock, and folk rock.
Some attempt to disguise or ra-
tionalize their style under the
guise of being "folk group." It is
quite obvious that these groups
are using models whose goals are
not compatible with Christian
principles.

No Compromise

When Rick Shorter, former
director of the Broadway show
"Hair," became a
Adventist Christian, he faced this
problem of compromise, squarely
and honestly. A professional vo-
calist and guitarist, Rick stated:
"At first I thought I could rehash
SOme old rock and soul songs and
make them into gospel music. But
now I realize there can be no
compromise with the world-its
music, its entertainment" or its
philosophies."Z6
As he reflected on his former

life, which included acquaint-
ances such as Janis Joplin, Jim-
my Hendrix, and Jim Morrison,
he uttered this warning:
absolutely nothing to that kind of
life. I just wish I could get that
message across to the kids whose
heads are into Rock. They see the
surface 9litter, not the emptiness
inside."z

what kind of beat
makes you curl your
fist and strike?

The mixture of dance rhythms
and gospel music of today is not
new; in fact it appeared in 1900,
during one of the Seventh-day
Adventist camp meetings. In Sep-
tember of that year Elder and
Mrs. S. N. Haskell were sent by
the General Conference to assist
at the camp meeting held at
Muncie, Indiana. Apparently a



fanatical movement was
ing to dominate the meetings. Al-
though the Haskells had wit-
nessed similar manifestations
before, that which they witnessed
a t Muncie was even more serious.
Mrs. Haskell wrote to Sata McEn-
terfer and described not only the
meeting in general, bu t also gave
a helpful description of the
music used: "We have a big drum,
two tambourines, a big bass
fiddle, two small fiddles, a flute
and two cornets, and an organ,
and a few voices. They have Gar-
den of Spices as the songbook and
play dance tunes to sacred
words.,,28

The one-step-Ieads-to-
another principle is
becoming more
obvious

Before this, Mrs. White had
received a vision in which this
entire event was shown her. In
her reply to the Haskells she
wrote: "The things you have
described as taking place in In-
diana, the Lord has shown me
should take place just before the
close of probation. Every uncouth
thing will be demonstrated. There
will be shouting, with drums,
music, and dancing. The senses of
rational beings will become so
confused that they cannot be
trusted to make right decisions.
And this is called the moving of
the Holy Spirit.,,29
To emphasize that she was

predicting future developments
she also states that which was in
the past will be in the future. 3D

Older Styles Revived

What has happened to the
popular mnsic of the first half of
the century? Did it disappear or
lose all of its connotations, or did
it become "'classical" or serious as
some have claimed? For a few
years after rock first came on the

scene it did virtually eclipse
everything else; but most forms
of jazz did not lose their appeal
entirely. In addition to a blend of
rock with jazz, today we see a
strong comeback for ragtime and
swing. To the perceptive Chris-
tian, it is not difficult to tell that
these forms, while mild compared
with rock, have not been trans-
formed into the kind of material
that would "uplift the thoughts
to high and noble themes, to in-
spire and elevate the soul."S1
This music is experiencing a

revival for two principal reasons.
First, its appeal is the same as it
was before; and it appeals to the
same people. Those who were 15
to 20 years of age in the 1940s
are now more than ready to hear
"'their music" again. Not only is
it relief from the music of their
teen-age children, but its swing
has the same sedative, sweet-
dream effect it had back then. It
continues to represent the
style "of the world" of that era.
Second, it has become quite fash-
ionable for the youth to accept
and encourage some of the older
styles as part of their heritage of
popular music.
Now, let us take a look at the

pop-gospel field. The initial suc-
cess of this lucrative industry
was based largely on the use of
the torch song and the swing
style of this same era (the 1940s).
For many years, this style served
the industry well, but after a
while it began to move into the
rock style, following just a few
years behind the secular pop
movement. Since a number of
Seventh-day Adventist composers
and performers had mimicked the
industry by embracing the crOon-
ing, easy-listening, cocktail-
lounge swing-style, it was only
natural that some would una-
shamedly turn to rock and capi-
talize on the popularity of that
sound. The country style, with its
pronounced guitar rhythm which
also led into rock, was also exten-
sively used in religious music.
As we observe this inevitable

progression from one style to
another in both secular and reli-
gious music, surely the one-step-
leads-to-another principle should
become more and more obvious.

Perhaps it can be compared with
moving out into a stream with a
strong current; no rnatter where
we enter, we are pulled irresis-
tibly in just one direction, down-
stream. I!!n
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They Shall See

Ellen G. White

A ND HE SHOWED me a pure
river of water of life, clear

as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.
In the midst of the street of it,
and on either side of the river,
was there the tree of life, which
bare twelve manner of fruits, and
yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations.
And there shall be no more curse:
but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it; and his ser-
vants shall serve him: and they
shall see his face; and his name
shall be in their foreheads."
[Revelation 22: 1-4]
When Moses pleaded with God,

saying, "I beseech thee, show me
thy glory," God said: "Thou canst
not see my face: for there shall
no man see me, and live. And the
Lord said, Behold, there is a
place by me, and thou shalt stand
upon a rock: and it shall come to
pass, while my glory passeth by,

transgressors of the law of God,
if we repent in faith, God can
work through us the works of
Christ_ To the promise, "If ye ask
anything in my name, I will do

Their minds
were given to
God in this
world...

of God; but it is only by receiv-
ing Him here that we shall be
able by and by to see Him face to
face. God would have us keep Our
eyes fixed on Him, that we may
lose sight of the things of this
world. We have but a little time
in which to work; there is no
time for slothfulness, no time for
any of us to delay that prepara-
tion which will enable us to see

, the face of God. We must become
here, and know Him as

a,p,resent and personal Saviour.? " ".'
which would

interpose"th' elves b tween aUf
souls and -- ered
from I.US, like
euttiu:g o:><'r

, plueki'ng, t the right d
ct,r' nigh to God, He will

to us, and will enCOUr-
"age and strengthen us for OUT

conflict,
Today by our associations, by

our life, by OUr character, we are
choosing whom we will have as
our king, Heavenly intelligences
are seeking to draw us to Christ,
Will we respond to their drawing,
saying, I will follow on to know
the Lord, that I may know that
"his going forth is prepared as
the morning"? God would have
us fight manfully the battles of
the Lord, wrestling for the vic-
tory day by day. Though we are

that I will put thee in a clift of
the rock, and will cover thee with
my hand while I pass by: and I
will take away mine hand, and
thou shalt see my back parts: but
my face shall not be seen." [Exo-
dus 33:18, 20-23] Moses could not
behold the revelation of the glory
of the face of God, and live; but
there is a promise given us,
""They shall see his face."
When Moses came down from

the mount where he had been
given a view of the glory of God,
his face was so lighted up that
Aaron and all the children of Is-
rael "'were afraid to come nigh
him. And Moses called unto them;
and Aaron and all the rulers of
the congregation returned unto
him: and Moses talked with them.
. . . And till Moses had done
speaking with them, he put a veil
on his face." [34:30, 31, 33] They
could not bear even the reflection
of the glory of God.
We cannot now see the glory

FaceHis
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it," He adds, "If ye love me, keep
my commandments." [John 14:13,
14]
"Thus saith the high and lofty

One that inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy; I dwell in
the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones." [Isai-
ah 57:15] The presence of God in
the heart is worth more than all
else in the world.
When Christ ascended on high,

He sent His representative as a

now He can put
His name in
their foreheads

Comforter. This representative is
by our side wherever we may be-
a watcher and a witness to all
that is said and done-standing
ready to protect us from the as-
saults of the enemy if we will but
place our selves under His protec-
tion. But we must act our part,
and then God will act His part.
When we are brought into trial
and affliction for His sake, the
Comforter will stand by our side,
bringing to our remembrance the
words and teachings of Christ.
Is your name written in the

book of life7 Only by looking to
Jesus, the Lamb of God, and fol-
lowing in His steps, can you
prepare to meet God. Follow Him,
and you will one day walk the
golden streets of the city of God
-you will see Him who laid aside
His royal garments and His king-
ly crown, and, disguising Himself
wi th humanity, came to our
world and bore our sins, that He

might lift us up, and give us a
revela tion of His glory and maj-
esty. We shall see Him face to
face if we now give ourselves up
to be molded and fashioned by
Him, and prepared for a place in
the kingdom of God.
Those who consecrate their

lives to the service of God will
live with Him through the cease-
less ages of eternity. "'God him-
self shaIl be with them, and be
their God. And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no mare death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, nei-
ther shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed
away." "'And there shall be nO
night there; and they need no
candle, neither light of the sun:
for the Lord God giveth them
light." [Revelation 21:3, 4; 22:5]
"And they shall see his face;

and his name shall be in their
foreheads." [22:4] Their minds
were given to God in this world;
they served Him with their heart
and inteIlect, and now He can put
His name in their foreheads.
"And there shall be no night
there; ... for the Lord God giv-
eth them light: and they shall
reign forever and ever." [22:5]
They do not go in as those tha t
beg a place there; for Christ says
to them, "Come ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the founda-
tion of the world." [Matthew
25:34] He takes them as His chil-
dren, saying, "Enter ye into the
joy of your Lord." The CrOwn of
immortality is placed on the brow
of the overcomers. They take
their crowns and cast them at the
feet of Jesus, and touching their
golden harps, they fill all heaven
with rich music in songs of praise
to the Lamb. Then "they shall see
his face; and his name shall be in
their foreheads.H iii

Youth's Illstructor, August 20, 1896

Bob Vun KannOil
Subject; Dinosaur Bone

·MoiethaJ:iJ.iO;pOO din.9sa ur
of them remarkably

well preserved......h.avebeen mined
from the Cleveland-Lloyd .quarry
in· eastern'Utah. Evolutionists a,re
at a.loss to explain whY.1),one of
them'have been found' in ,the

the anill1 als froW:'Nhich tb.'ey
.came", Paleontologist Addan. P.
Hunt of the University of New
Mexico in Albuquerque offers
the explanation that perhaps the
dinosaurs of this age were caught
in a great flood, which killed. the
animalsa'nd ,them all
together in to a depression. After
the animalS decomposed, their
bones would have been mixed by
the movement of water or sand.
Science News, August 30, 1986

Subject:' Ban: on, ·Nutraswee,t' ';

The Prescott Courier for Oc-
tober 19, 1986, carried a UPf arti-
cleannoancing',' :th'at ;3.,
group .has f-iled. a 'petition' for 1<1
ban,.,on the,attifiCial '
Aspartame, mar:keted as Nutra-
sw.eet and EquilL
The 'Consumer Nufrition Insti•.

tute ...filed· .its. peti.tion. with ·.:the .
FDA citingrnorethan:60 people.
who ate or drank Nutrasweet.:pio-
ducts a!!d ,lost their. eyesight. Dr.
H, J. Roberts, a physician 'in West
Palm Beach, Florida, damage
to the :.retina and loptic "nerve ,is
"probablY. caused" largely by' the
sustained release .'of methy,1. alc.o-
hal" in ,some )lea\[y:user.s. 1V!eth,yI
aloohol, also kn.own·as w.ood.aI.co-
hal, is ,a' component ::of. Nutra-
sweet. Wood aleoho'! .is.'the. classic
oUlprit. :in the .la,ge .number, dE.
oases of blindness r.eslilting .ftom
improperly pr.epared moon'sld:ne.

March 1987 Our Firm Foundation 25



lHE
CONSENSUS

RALPH LARSON

D R. RALPH Larson, recently
retired chairman of the

Church and Ministry Department
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary Far East,
has recently published a book
that shows promise of becoming a
best selIer among Seventh-day
Adventists. It is entitled The Word
Was Made Flesh, One hundred
Years of Seventh-day Adventist
Christology, 1852-1952. We present
here a report of an interview
with the author.
QUESTION: Dr. Larson, how

did you happen to wri te this
book?
ANSWER: In the spring of

1983 the graduating class of the
theological seminary where I was
teaching asked me to conduct a
special church service for them, a
time when alI the different mem-
bers of the class could be togeth-
er. A Sabbath School Quarterly
containing lessons about the na-
ture of Christ had caused ques-
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tions and discussions to arise in
their home countries, and they
expected to meet these questions
when they returned to their re-
spective fields of labor. They felt
that they needed some help.

No one had
undertaken the

task of doing the
research

QUESTION: Had you at that
time completed your research?
ANSWER: By no means. I had

done a little work in the area,
and had some bits of information
that had been shared with me by
others, but I was keenly aware

that although the church had
been discussing this question for
almost thirty years, no one had
undertaken the task of doing the
total research that could alone
provide an unequivocal answer to
the question: What has been the
consensus of belief among Sev-
enth-day Adventists about the
human nature of Christ? I could
give the students only as much
material as I had.
QUESTION: SO then what did

you do?
ANSWER: I spent some time

casting about in my mind, trying
to think of some qualified person
who might be persuaded to do the
job. I finally gave up on that and
decided to attempt it myself.
QUESTION: What would be

involved in such a project?
ANSWER: It would be neces-

sary to try to examine all of the
materials that had been published
in the English language in all
parts of the world by Seventh-



And we are not told who the
members of the better informed
majority were, and how their
views have been ascertained. We
search the pages of Seventh-day
Adventist publications in vain
for the slightest trace of either
their names or their opinions.
Where may we go to learn about
these people and about their
relationship to the church? Where
may we find the record of their

cal sense the Son of God. Our
pioneers often wrote against this
view. But when our pioneers
wrote about the human nature of
Jesus, it was invariably in the
context of overcoming temptation
and living without sin.
QUESTION: We have heard it

said that only a "poorly informed
minority" of the Seventh-day
Adventists held the opinion that
Christ came to the earth in the
human nature of fallen man.
ANSWER: Well, to begin with,

Ellen White would have to be
seen as the leader of that poorly
informed minority. And the
group would have to include
General Conference Presidents
White, Daniells, Spicer, Watson,
McElhany, and Branson, plus a
long list of vice presidents, divi-
sion presidents, union presidents,
college presidents, college Bible
teachers, and missionaries. This
group would also include six of
the seven Review editors, not to
mention many editors and writers
whose names appeared in Our
overseas English publications.
They were actually the church's
first line of leadership. I suspect
that they might have protested
against being described as a
"'poorly informed minority."

day Adventist authors, including
of course, all of the writings of
Ellen White.
QUESTION: That would be

quite a task. How long did this
take you?
ANSWER: It occupied all of

my free time for three years
while I was teaching, plus a few
months of full-time work after I
had retired. (Since my wife had a
key to the Seminary library, I
was able to put in many early
morning hours in research before
the school day began.)

We found not the
slightest trace of

disagreement before
the 1950s

QUESTION: In the end, did
you feel that the effort had been
worthwhile?
ANSWER: Emphatically so.

The research was a richly re-
warding experience. It brought to
light a great deal more material
on the subject than I had sup-
posed existed. Apparently the
humanity of Jesus was seen by
our pioneers as a tremendously
important foundational doctrine,
and they bore their testimony to
it frequently and with unmistak-
able clarity. During the one-hun-
dred-year period under study, we
found that our pioneers had left
in writing approximately twelve
hundred statements to the effect
that our Lord came to this earth
in the human nature of fallen
man. About one third of these, or
roughly four hundred statements,
were from the pen of Ellen
White.
QUESTION: How many state-

ments did you find supporting
the other view, that Christ came
to the earth in the human nature
of the unfallen Adam?
ANSWER: Not one. Not a sin-

gle one. So what we found was

much more than a consensus; it
was total unanimity.
QUESTION: We have heard

the statement made that Seventh-
day Adventists have always been
divided in their opinions on this
subject.
ANSWER: I am afraid we will

have to discard that statement as
a myth. We found not the slight-
est trace of any such
ment before the 1950s.
QUESTION: Did the persons

who made all of these statements
write them for the purpose of
refuting the Calvinistic doctrine
that Christ came to the earth in
the human nature of the un fallen
Adam?
ANSWER: Not really. As a

theologian would say, the context
of the statements was soteriologi-
cal, father than Christological.
What this means is that the writ-
ers were setting out to prove that
it is possible, through the power
of Christ, for all those who sin-
cerely have that desire to gain
the victory over every tempta tion
and stop sinning. They presented
the fact of Our Lord's having had
a total victory over temptation,
and having lived without sin in
our fallen human nature, as their
strongest evidence. They argued
that humanity had never been
and would never be any more
fallen than it was when Christ
was born. So, if He could live
without sinning, though handi-
capped by fallen human nature,
this fact provided irrefutable
evidence that anyone else who
claims the power of God as He
did can do the same thing. That
was their consistent and often re-
curring theme.
QUESTION: Then you did not

find any articles about the nature
of Christ?
ANSWER: On the contrary, we

found many such articles. But
they were not dealing with the
human nature of Christ. They
were defending the divine nature
of Christ against the allegations
of the 'Imodernists" of those
years who were denying His di-
vinity, and advancing the idea
that Christ was only a great and
good man, but not in any physi-

I'm afraid
"better

majority"

that this
informed
is only a

myth
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lives, their work, and their opin-
ions about the nature of Christ?
Why have they so mysteriously
vanished from the pages of that
history wherein they allegedly
played the dominant role? I am
still seeking the answers to these
questions, No documentation has
been offered. I am afraid that this
"better informed majority" has
only a mythological existence. I
have not found it represented by
even a single writer in the one-
hundred-year period under study.

If we study Ellen
White's writings
the same way we
study the Bible...

QUESTION: There are those
who say that Ellen White talked
on both sides of this question,
and so contradicted herself. What
is your conclusion about that?
ANSWER: We found not the

slightest trace of any such con-
tradiction in Ellen White's own
words l taken exactly as she wrote
them. We did find, however, that
certain interpreters of Ellen
White have forced an alien inter-
pretation upon her writings l and
this has indeed created confusion
and contradiction. If we study El-
len Whi te's writings in the same
way that we study the Bible, and
apply the principle of comparing
statement with statement, letting
a writer's words be clarified by
other statements made by the
same author, we find that her
writings about the nature of
Christ are a model of simplicity,
clarity, and consistency.
QUESTION: Do you really feel

confident about this?
ANSWER: Confident enough

to offer a $1,000 reward.
QUESTION: What do you

mean?
ANSWER: On page 274 of my

book you will find an offer of
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one thousand dollars to the first
person who will find and deliver
to me a statement by Ellen White
that OUr Lord came to this earth
in the human nature of the un-
fallen Adam. I am keeping this
offer open for a full year from
the publication date, May, 1986,
and the conditions, which are
simple and reasonable, are spelled
out in the book. I will hope by
this means to lay to rest forever
the suspicion that Ellen White
contradicted herself on the sub-
ject of the nature of Christ, and
to put the responsibility for the
present confusion in our church
squarely on the shoulders of her
ill-advised interpreters l where it
properly belongs.
QUESTION: Your book has

been off the press for about three
months. How many copies are
now in circulation?
ANSWER: About three thou-

sand copies.
QUESTION: Has anyone yet

responded to your offer?
ANSWER: Not yet.
QUESTION: There is a well-

known book that is probably in
many Seventh-day Adventist
homes which contains a lengthy
statement to the effect that our
Lord came to the earth in the
human nature of the unfallen
Adam, and that this was the
teaching of Ellen White. How do
you explain this?
ANSWER: I cannot explain it,

but I did analyze it. It consists
entirely of brief excerpts from
the writings of Ellen White. I
traced eyery last one of these ex-
cerpts to their original sources
and read them in their context.
This was an emotionally devas-
tating experience. The details
will be found in my book. I will
only say here that I do not be-
lieve any scholar on earth would
presume to defend the methods
by which that statement was put
together. I certainly would not.
QUESTION: What do you

think of the proposal that Ellen
White meant to say that only the
physical nature of Christ was like
that of fallen man?
ANSWER: I found no trace of

that idea in any of her writings,

and to accept it would indeed
force her to contradict herself.
She wrote many statements that
could not possibly be harmonized
with that view.
QUESTION: And what of the

statement that it doesn't really
matter what we believe about the
human nature of Christ?
ANSWER: I find that state-

ment utterly incredible. The be-
lief that Christ came to earth in
the human nature of the unfallen
Adam leads very quickly and
very directly to the belief that
He was so different from us that
we cannot possibly hope to over-
come as He overcame. And this
very quickly produces a lifestyle
of compromise and even open sin.
The evidences of this are not at
all difficult to find. I am con-
vinced that the desperate struggle
against lowering standards that
we are now experiencing in many
churches and schools is a direct
result of the teaching that our
Lord came to this earth in the
human nature of the unfallen
Adam. Cause and effect are as
sure and certain in theology as in
any other field.
QUESTION: Of all the state-

ments that Ellen White wrote on
this subject, with which one
would you like to close this inter-
view?

we find that they
are a model of
simplicity, clarity,
and consistency

ANSWER: I would recommend
this statement, from Manuscript
141, 1901:
"The nature of God, whose

law had been transgressed, and
the nature of Adam, the trans-
gressor, meet in Jesus, the Son of
God and the Son of Man." !iii
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professed friendship while one is
steadily working behind the
scenes to malign the one who
deserves support. Such tactics are
often hard to counteract because
of the difficulty of pointing out
wha t is happening without ap-
pearing to be maliciously under-
mining the guilty party.
Christ Himself experienced

this problem with Judas. The
facade was maintained to the
very end, and the Lord of glory

her.... And the unquestionable
facts in the case make it certain
tha t on the mere prejudiced re-
port of a man, a communication
was issued as a Testimony, be-
cause of that report of 'a member
of the Board,' and of things
'opened' to her in the night sea-
sons-a communication as a Testi-
mony, whose basic premise was
not in any sense nor on any
ground true; and which of itself
was afterward reversed, by an-
other communication [from Ellen
White]."l
The problem with Jones' argu-

ment is that the letters he refers
to-but never quotes from-just
don't say what he says they do'
A most unfortunate oversight,
and a regrettable misrepresenta-
tion for one who had formerly
worked in close connection with,
and manifested firm confidence
in, the subject of his pointed
remarks.
But, sadly, we must all learn

the lesson that not every friend is
a true friend under every circum-
stance. And here the rnatter can
become most confusing. A. T.
Jones was-if nothing else-forth-
right and open in publishing his
criticism and slander. Not that it
should have been published, but
at least he was willing to take the
responsibility for what he said.
Not all ex-friends are so di-

rect. Many times it is deemed ex-
pedien t to retain the facade of

later chose a path diverging from
hers.

I t seems a uni versa! law in
human relations that the closer
the tie, the greater the potential
either for joy or for sorrow. We
can but imagine the pain she
must have felt while watching
these promising individuals-who
owed so much to James and Ellen
White-turn against the truths
they had once loved. And turn
against her.
We might consider as well the

case of A. T. Jones-who as a

young minister knew the support
and hearty co-operation of Ellen
White in a manner few others
ever experienced, and yet in later
years could put into print the
claim that she permitted "preju-
diced gossip" to influence her.

HIt was not true, but she be-
lieved it. And believing it, and
her mind being agitated by her
believing it, the communication
[Ellen White's letter] said that in
the night things 'were opened' to

E LLEN WHITE was a kindly
soul. At least the records of

history indicate that many were
willing enough to call her their
friend. And we can but believe
she was glad to return the favor.
Of course she had her special
friends, those whom she had
known longer, Or been closer to.
or had a particular interest in.
And too, she experienced the
sting of friends who proved
faithful.
She had more than her fair

share of disappointments in this
matter of friends. After all, the
prophetic office can be rather
perplexing to nonprophets. In
fact, the list of those who at one
time or another stumbled over
their inability to comprehend the
work to which she was called
would most likely include all her
friends. Sometimes these difficul-
ties were easily resolved; some-
times they weren't.
Most of Mrs. White's friends

recovered from their confusion,
though it often required patient
and persistent effort on her part
to assist them. There were, how-
ever, those who allowed their
differences to break the ties of
friendship and Christian fellow-
ship forever. Men such as Dudley
Canright, and John Kellogg, who
had known the motherly concern
of this godly woman, but who
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was betrayed with a hypocritical
kiss. Fortunately for us, inspira-
tion enabled the writers of the
gospels to see through this preten-
sion and present to us a reliable
and accurate account of the facts.
Of course, sometimes modern

day Judases make little mistakes;
they tend to rely too much on
their own shrewd planning to
keep them out of trouble, but it
doesn't always work. Dr. Kellogg
found that out the hard way. For
years he managed to keep his hos-
tility to Ellen White a step or two
away from the open stage. He
found helpers, willing assistants
to carry out his schemes in their
names so that he could keep a
relatively clean public image. s
But it seems he failed to seriously
consider that he was dealing with
more than human wisdom:
"I have recently received two

letters from Dr. Kellogg. He
strongly urges me to COme to
Battle Creek, offering to pay all
the expenses of the journey. He
thinks that I will be favorably
impressed if I can see for myself
the conditions existing in Battle
Creek.
"But I do see matters for my-

self. Night after night scenes are
presented before me that reveal a
strange condition of things. While
Dr. Kellogg has made some ad-
missions 1 he has not yet gone to
the root of the evils for which he
has been responsible.

"At the General Conference
held in Oakland [in 1903], Dr.
Kellogg gave an exhibition of
himself that revealed the spirit
that controlled him. Long before
that meeting he was presented to
me as a man who understood not
the spirit that controlled him.
The enemy of souls had cast upon
him a spell of deception.',4
Yes, Ellen White had some in-

teresting "friends." And though
there are but few still living who
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knew her personally, the story
hasn't ended yet. In recent years
she has found new "friends,"
and-as might be expected-they
are a varied lot. Many resemble
her true-hearted friends of eighty
years ago; some do not. It is the
latter group to whom we would
direct your attention just now.
Professing great concern for

the purity of her writings, these
"friends" of Ellen White have of
late advanced ideas which sound
disturbingly similar to the pet
theories of her enemies from
eight decades back. The most
popular of these is the somebody-
changed-the-Testimonies theory.
Of course, there are variations

on the theme. It can, if one so
wishes, be made to incriminate
W. C. White (the prime culprit),
A. G. Daniells, Uriah Smith, or
W. W. Prescott.
Some people now claim not

only that the Testimonies were
influenced before they were put
into print, but also that there
have been hundreds, even thou-
sands of changes since first ap-
pearing in print.
Those who advocate this in-

credible notion fail to explain
how this all happened without El-
len White being aware of it. They
admit that they "can only won-
der why the Lord did not reveal"
this to her.
Could it be that there was

nothing to reveal? After all, the

Lord had already demonstrated
His ability to direct His messen-
ger in regard to her literary assis-
tants. In the 1870s Mary Clough-
the daughter of Ellen White's
sister, Caroline, an apparently
sincere Christian though not a
Seventh-day Adventist-worked
for a time as a copyist for her
aunt. Sister White commented
that Mary is "the best copyist I
can ever have.,,5 Yet, as time
passed, and Mary declined to ac-

cept the truths to which she was
exposed, the Lord indicated that
she was no longer to be connected
wi th Ellen White. And why?
"Spiritual things are spiritually
discerned."e
Even more marked was the

drawn-out drama of Fannie Bol-
ton in the l890s. Fannie was good
help, except that she suffered
from the idea that she could im-
prove Ellen White's writing. But
the Lord disagreed, and told His
messenger about it. After coming
to a crisis point on five different
occasions, and having been as-
signed work that precluded the
possibility of her editorializing,
Fannie elected to leave Mrs.
White's employ.
Was Mrs. White nonchalant

about all this? Unaware? Hardly!
In fact, she made her opinions
very clear:
"I do not want any person who

will feel it her prerogative to
change the matter I shall give
them into their own supposed
beautiful, learned language. I
want my own style to appear in
my own words.,,7 "She is a
farce."s
Of special interest is Fannie's

claim that she was responsible for
portions of what some mistakenly
believed to be the "spirit of
prophecy." Ellen White's response:
"She could represent me and my
work as her originating, that this
'beautiful expression' was hers,
and that was hers, and [she
would] make oj none eJfect the
testimony of the Spirit of God.',g
Sound familiar? "The very last

deception of Satan will be to
make of none effect the testimo-
ny of the Spirit of God.',lo Now
then, what are these well mean-
ing "friends" of Ellen White
really accomplishing with their
charges of changes? Was Ellen
White really so naive as to let
these things go on behind her
back? Did the Lord suddenly lose
interest in His messages to us?
How does one account for the
fact that the chief l.4 cu lprits"
Were chosen as members of the
Board of Directors of Ellen
White's estate?
"If God reproves His people

through an individual, He does
not leave the one corrected to



guess at matters, and the message
to be corrupted in reaching the
person it is designed to correct.
God gives the message and then
takes especial"-care that it is not
corrupted.nll
Once again, just as it was

eighty years ago, it maybe said
of Sister White's I'friends":
"Very adroitly some have been

working to make of no effect the
Testimonies of warning and
reproof that have stood the test
for half a century. At the same
time, they deny doing any such
thing.,,12
Where will it end? Without in-

spired foresight we cannot be
certain. The probability .is that
souls will be lost, but not because
of these "changes" any more than
the "mistakes" in the Bible:
"Some look at usgravely and

say. "Don't you think there might
have been some mistake in the
copyist or in the translators? This
is all probable, and the mind that
is so narrow that it will hesitate
and stumble over this possibility
would be just as ready to stumble
over the mysteries of the Inspired
Word, because their feeble minds
cannot see through the purposes

of God.... All the mistakes will
not cause trouble to one soul, or
cause any feet to stumble, that
would not manufacture diffi-
cuIties from the plainest revealed
truth.,,13
No, the souls lost will not be

because of the "changes," but be-
cause of their own loss of faith
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in the Lord's chosen instrumen-
tality for leading and correcting
His church. The one useful pur-
pose such theories will provide is
a gathering point for those not in
harmony with the Lord's will. We
may expect to see all manner of
apostasy attracted to the proposi-
tion of doing away with certain
"'undesirable" portions of the
spirit of prophecy. But that
should be no real surprise; Ellen
White's "friends" did all that
eighty years ago.

Which leaves just one question:
With friends like these, who
needs enemies? lID

I. A. T. Jones, Som" Ilistory, 8o/lll:'
Experience, and Some Focls [1906
tion]
2. Sec Gener::ll Confcrencc of Scv-

Ad ventists, A Statement Re-
jlltillg Charges Made by A. T. Jones
[1906J,62-75

3. Charles E. Stewart and Frank E.
Belden were two of his most trusted
lieutcnants. See A Response to All Ur-
gent TestimoJlY, [The Liberty Mission-
::try Socicty, Dattle Crcek, Michigun,
1907], and related documents in Ellen
G. White Estate Document Filc 213

4. E. G. White letter to S. N.
kell, dated November 28, 1903; see
Battle Creck Letters, 101

5. Selected Messages, Dook 3, 106
6. Ibid., 457
7. Letter 127, 1895; sec The Fmmie

Bolton Story, 56
8. Letter 166, 1900; see Fannie

Bolton, 96
9. Letter 123a, 1895 (emphasis

ndded); sec Fa/mil! Boltoll, 55
10. Selected Messages, Dook 1,48
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